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Gardens on Havana blossom during economic winter  
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AURORA - While we're in the middle of a pretty gloomy economic downturn, one neighborhood in Aurora is 
seeing an economic renewal during this unlikely time. 

A new shopping center is expected to open next week at the intersection of 
Havana Street and Mississippi Avenue in Aurora. The Gardens on Havana 
replaced the rundown Buckingham Square Mall, which had been left nearly 
vacant.  

The City of Aurora and developer Miller Weingarten started work on the 
project back in 2003, long before the economic crisis. While there has been 
some trouble filling all of the storefronts and plans for multi-family residential 
units have been put on hold-the project's first new store, a Kohl's, will open 
next week.  

"It's very exciting. There are a lot of projects that are being challenged 
because of the economy," said Chad Argentar, the City of Aurora's Economic 
Development Specialist.  

This type of development would be welcome anywhere right now, but 
especially on a street that has become synonymous with decay. Years 
before the recession, Aurora's Havana corridor was already in a downturn.  

Where many saw vacant buildings and rising crime, Miller Weingarten saw 
an opportunity.  

"When you look at this intersection of 120,000 cars a day, there are a lot of 
people coming to this intersection. Before they were driving through it, not to 
it. Now they've got a reason to stop," explained Greg Moran, Miller 
Weingarten's Vice President of New Development.  

He says they couldn't have predicted that the center would open during the 
worst economic downturn since the Great Depression, but they're coping.  

"It is frustrating, with the economy. You'd like to have your project start and 
finish on plan and on budget and we're having to adjust to that," Moran said.  

The Target in the area stayed open during the redevelopment, but the 
Gardens on Havana is brining several new stores, including Kohl's, which 
again opens next week. The rest, including a Dick's Sporting Goods, will 
open between now and the end of the summer.  
"Every week that you drive by, you're going to see something new happening 
at the gardens here," said Argentar.  

For more about the Gardens on Havana, CLICK HERE.  
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I hope these stores that open in up in there have a good loss prevention strategy! 
2/24/2009 6:12 AM PST on 9news.com  

Recommend  Report Abuse

 

 

More Local News Headlines 
 

Court reinstates conviction of former Qwest CEO 12 mins ago 
 (91) 

Changes aim to help jobless Colo. workers get aid 16 mins 
ago   
Elderly woman begins fire recovery, officials warn of dry 
lands 43 mins ago   
Woman offered free groceries if she let man in home  1 hr 
ago   
1,000 mile journey brings Yellowstone wolf to Colorado 1 hr 
ago  (11) 
 
 

Most Popular Stories 
 

Murder victim's story a lesson on stalking  
4 arrested after shooting at police, chase  

Home News Weather Sports Entertainment TV Listings Video Digital Network Community Seen On 9NEWS Contact Us

Page 1 of 29NEWS.com | Colorado's Online News Leader | Gardens on Havana blossom during econ...

2/25/2009http://www.9news.com/rss/article.aspx?storyid=110541



 

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register 

 

        SubmitSubmit

Coyote attacks man, bites his arm  
Soccer players net mass suspension  
Court reinstates conviction of former Qwest CEO  
Street gang members rounded up in bust  
Man hit by truck helping women cross street, ticketed  
Elderly woman rescued as fire destroys home  
Woman wins house in raffle after husband laid off  
9 treated, including 2 officers, for breathing troubles  

 
 

9NEWS Tools 
 

   Subscribe to the Local News RSS feed  

       

       

     

Home | News | Weather | Sports | Entertainment | TV Listings | Video | Digital Network | Community | Seen On 9NEWS | Contact Us 

submit a news tip | Terms of Service | EEO | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | Media Kit | RSS Feeds | Report a Bug | Jobs  
Copyright © KUSA-TV - a division of Multimedia Holdings Corporation. All rights reserved. Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy / Privacy Rights.

Page 2 of 29NEWS.com | Colorado's Online News Leader | Gardens on Havana blossom during econ...

2/25/2009http://www.9news.com/rss/article.aspx?storyid=110541


