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flipped coins into the mall's fountains say they have mixed feelings about the
mall's end.
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By the late 1990s, many of the stores in the once-bustling mall were gone.

"It had gone downhill to the point that we all knew it had to come down,"
Canady said.

Gayle Jetchick, executive director of the Havana Business Improvement
District, said that over time, businesses that were once vital to the mall - like
Montgomery Ward, Round the Corner and Gart Bros. - left, and the mall was
never the same.

"It was just kind of one thing after another," she said.
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Place An Ad Buckingham won't be the first indoor mall in the area to be razed and
replaced by outdoor retail shops and residential properties. Villa Italia Mall in
Lakewood, Cinderella City Mall in Englewood, Northglenn Mall, Westland and
Southglenn Mall in Centennial have all experienced similar fates.

"It's just time," Mefferd said. "It's time for me to change, t00."

Dale Flowers, who was the manager at Buckingham when the mall opened,
said that while it is sad to see a community hub like Buckingham go, outdoor
shopping districts such as Havana Gardens serve much the same purpose.

"They still are a hub," he said. "They are just today's hub rather than 30-
years-ago's hub. It's just a question of keeping up with the times."

Flowers moved to Aurora to start up the new mall six weeks before it opened
in 1971.

He lived in an apartment across the street from Buckingham and quickly
learned that running a mall, particularly a brand new one, wasn't a 40-hour-a-
week job.

"That first year was seven days a week, up with the birds and home when the
moon was coming down," he said.

In addition to running the mall, Flowers spent a lot of time meeting with
neighborhoods and community groups. His goal, he said, was to explain that
the mall, despite the bright streetlights and increased traffic, was a good thing
for the community.

"When we pour that much concrete and asphalt, we have a responsibility to
the community, we have to give it an identity, a personality,” he said.

Buckingham, with its British theme - including actual palace guards named
"Buck" and "Ham" in 1972 - certainly had that.

And, Flowers said, in those early days of the mall, people really loved
Buckingham.

The year-round, 72-degree temperatures and tropical plants made people just
want to spend an afternoon strolling through Center Court and maybe grab an
ice cream cone, he said.

Sometimes people would stop him out of the blue just to tell him thanks for
opening the mall and how happy they were Aurora had a mall of its own.

"It was kind of like being a local hero, per se, to be the 'mall guy,™ he said.

Flowers left Buckingham in late 1972 to manage Northglenn Mall. He later
managed other malls in the area.

For Flowers, Buckingham will always be special because it was the first mall
he opened and ran all on his own.

He said that career-wise, getting the chance to open Buckingham was the
best thing that ever happened to him.
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"My successes were my successes, and my failures were my failures," he
said. "Fortunately, there were more successes than failures.”

For the people who lived near the mall, Buckingham was always a hugely
important part of the neighborhood.

Zarba Joseph moved into the neighborhood in 1968.

From the day the mall opened until he moved in the early 1990s, he said he
spent many hours at Buckingham, sometimes just walking around.

"This was quite a place when it first opened," he said.

Joseph, who now lives in Parker, said he has high hopes for The Gardens on
Havana.

He said he would like to see the redevelopment be the same thing
Buckingham was: a nice place for the neighbors to go and meet their
neighbors.

"It could possibly do that," he said with a smile. "Then | might even move
back."

Reader Comments

Posted: Sunday, April 06, 2008
Article comment by: Jenna Snoke

| actually knew Troy and Tedessa from the article.| knew her when she
worked at Furr's amd | worked at Sam Goody in the mall.l loved that mall and
I'm sad that | am in Oklahoma and missed my chance to see the mall one last
time!

Article Comment Submission Form

Please feel free to submit your comments.

Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each
submission must be approved by the Web site editor, who may edit content
for appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any
submission while the web site editor reviews and approves it.

Note: All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for
our use only, and will not be attached to your comment.

Name: |
Telephone: |
E-mail: |
Passcode: This form will not send your comment unless you copy exactly the passcode
seen below into the text field. This is an anti-spam device to help reduce the
automated email spam coming through this form.
r f Please copy the passcode exactly
/l 2 8 |-itis case sensitive.
Message:

Submit] [ Clear Form

Contact Us | Subscribe | Advertise
Copyright 2008, Aurora Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved
Software © 1998-2008 1up! Software, All Rights Reserved

http://www.aurorasentinel.com/main.asp?Search=1&Articlel D=18094&SectionID=8&Sub... 8/22/2008



Landmark laid to rest Page 4 of 4

http://www.aurorasentinel.com/main.asp?Search=1&Articlel D=18094&SectionID=8&Sub... 8/22/2008



